
STATEMENT FROM MEALS ON WHEELS OF SYRACUSE ON THE 
PRESIDENT’S FY 2018 BUDGET BLUEPRINT 

The President sent a blueprint budget for Fiscal Year 2018 to Congress, which includes deep cuts to 
non-defense discretionary programs, such as Meals on Wheels. This has caused concern among 
elderly citizens who rely on these programs and the public who support them. 

Meals on Wheels of Syracuse wants to reassure our meal recipients – and those who care 
about them – that the meal services we provide and that the homebound elderly rely on will 
continue uninterrupted.  

The proposed budget calls for eliminating funding for federal programs within the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), including the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). The proposed $3 billion cut would eliminate CDBG funding to states to use for a variety of 
programs, including shoring up senior nutrition programs, such as home-delivered meals. 

Meals on Wheels of Syracuse does not receive funding from HUD, and thus are not currently at risk 
of being de-funded from that funding.  However, proposed cuts to non-defense discretionary (NDD) 
programs for $54 billion (18% to current NDD funds) may include federal funds for home-delivered 
meals program under the Older Americans Act.  Such funding has been inadequate for years not 
pacing with meal service demand.  As a result, in November 2016 Meals on Wheels Programs in 
Onondaga County, including in Syracuse had to adopt a wait list for new government-funded senior 
recipients desiring meals.  The Board of Directors at Meals on Wheels of Syracuse designated 
assistance funds to provide meals to those who were placed on the wait list in order to provide 
meals to them.  The assistance fund is limited and if cuts are passed it would be a challenge to 
expand the fund to meet the entire need indefinitely. 

However, because the budget outline released today lacks many details on individual agency 
spending, we do not know exactly how this overall cut would affect Older Americans Act 
programs. This is a preliminary budget which has to go through both houses of Congress and all 
committees. 

As always, Meals on Wheels of Syracuse is working actively to ensure that our elected officials and 
the current administration appreciate the critical importance of our services to the frail aged in 
Syracuse and in the country. 

We urge all those who are concerned about these potential cuts to let their Representatives in 
Congress know how vital Meals on Wheels is to our homebound elderly neighbors, our families, and 
communities.  

 

Roger is a 90 year old WWII veteran who is, as he puts it, “As 
independent as a hog on ice.”  His wife passed away a few years ago 
and without Meals on Wheels of Syracuse, he says he would have to 
leave the home he loves.  The home he shared with his wife, where 
they raised their children would be replaced with a nursing facility.   
Roger enjoys the nutritious meals that give him the energy he needs 
and he loves the visits from our volunteers  that he calls wonderful. 
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